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MPs protect convoy
throughout Task Fo

18th Military Police Br

Enforcing the peace, protecting the force
and upholding the law. It�s a heavy
load for the 18th Military Police Bri-

gade which is responsible for all of it in north-
ern Bosnia-Herzegovina.

1st  Lt .  Niave  Vernon,  ass is tant
operat ions  o f f i cer  for  the  709th MP
Battalion at Guardian Base, summed it
up best.

�The mission is constant,� she said.
MSR patrols � security along major

supply routes �is an ongoing mission that
allows MPs to patrol parts of the country,
much the same way stateside pol ice
officers patrol their �beats.�

The routes are now familiar to the MPs
who  look for anything that hinders or
slows traffic flow. Their show of force also
boosts area security.

Convoy escorts to and from the Sava
River made for long days nights at the
beginning  o f  Operat ion  JOINT
ENDEAVOR during  the rush to follow the
flood of troops southward with living and
logistical supplies.

The  constant  convoys  were  at  a
premium when roads were at their worst
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By Staff Sgt. AMY GUNNERSON
203rd MPAD

Spc. Abel Diaz (foreground) and Spc. Trenton Davis, both with 2nd platoon, 212th MP
Company, assist a local truck driver with directions at Checkpoint No. 6.

Pfc. Bryan Seybert, 212th MP Company, searches a farmer’s
wheelbarrow for any contraband at Checkpoint No. 2.

Right: Staff Sgt.
James Soutre,
an MP with the
26th Area
Support Group
and his dog,
Wolf, search a
vehicle entering
Eagle Base. 55th Signal Co. (Combat Camera)

Photos by Staff Sgt.
Amy Gunnerson,
203rd MPAD
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Pfc. Jamie Osmon, 212th MP Company, keeps an eye on his surroundings at Checkpoint No. 2 at Eagle Base.

Members of the 630th MP Company take a lunch break following a drill.

Left: Master Sgt. David
Marquardt (left), HHC, 18th
MP Brigade, fills in for his
desk sergeant at the Task
Force Eagle Military Police
Station on Eagle Base.
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VUKOSAVTCE � More than 20 mil-
lion Soviet citizens died in the 1,418 days
of fighting in Eastern Europe during World
War II.

On May 9 � Victory Day, the tradi-
tional commemoration of the end of �The
Great Patriotic War� � U.S. and Russian

soldiers came together to remember their
fallen comrades.

�Today in the hearts of my compatri-
ots, from the small child to the aged man
... we celebrate triumph over tyranny and
evi l , �  said General -Major  Alexandr
Lentsov, commander of the Separate
Russian Airborne Brigade, in a speech
honoring the sacrifices of Russia�s sol-
diers during World War II.

Under a cloudless blue sky, the Vic-
tory Day festivities were held here at Me-
mor ia l  Monument ,  l ocated  on  a
mountaintop in northeast of the zone of
separation.

The monument, an abstract sculpture
surrounded by colorful gardens and lush
forests, honors local partisans who died
in World War II.

Russian soldiers in traditional World
War II uniforms stood at attention along a
stone path leading down to the memorial.

There, Russian and U.S. platoons
stood in formation together while the 1st
Armored Division band performed Rus-
s ian  and American  marches .  Both
countrys� national anthems were played
at the beginning of the festivities.

�That  representatives  of  various
armies are here ... says that we all have
the  same intent ions :  intent ions  o f
peace,� Lentsov said.

The morning highlight was a laying of
several elaborate flower wreaths in front
of the monument by Russian soldiers.
Lentsov and Maj. Gen. William L. Nash,
task force commander assisted and
paused  to salute the monument. After a

Spc. Cesar G. Soriano

Russian soldiers lay wreaths at the Victory Day ceremony, honoring those who died during World War II.

Russian, U.S. troops celebrate Victory Day
By Spc. CESAR G. SORIANO
29th MPAD

moment of silence, the ceremony ended
with a gun and cannon salute.

The ceremony was particularly spe-
cial to Russian staff officer Lt. Col.
Alexandr P. Oleinikov. His grandfather
was killed in World War II while com-
manding a small partisan unit from
Ukraine.

�The most important thing is we as mili-
tary soldiers should remember and pay re-
spect to those who have made it possible
for us to live
the way we
do,� he said.

� S i n c e
both our na-
t ions  took
part in World
War II ,  i t � s
only natural
that we now
live together
in peace. . . .
This  i s  a
great thing;
i t  should
only  have
h a p p e n e d
earlier,� the
Moscow resi-
dent said.

This day
marked the
51st anniver-
sary of the Al-
lied victory in Europe during World War II.

�Our duty is to preserve this history
for the next generations,� Lentsov said.

Spc. Jake G. Covert, a member of  the
501st MI Battalion, waits for the start
of the ceremony.

Staff Sgt. Richard
Schoenknecht, 1st AD
band member, per-
forms at the ceremony.

Spc. Cesar G. Soriano

Capt. John Goheen
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SARAJEVO � A Task Force
Eagle unit from the Kansas
Army National Guard is keep-
ing a protective eye on the skies
over this war-scarred city that
hosted the 1984 Winter Olym-
pics.

�If anyone fires into the city,
we�ll know where it came from,�
said Spc. Justin C. Smith, a ra-
dar operator with E Target Ac-
quisition Battery, 161st Field
Artillery.

The outfit�s AN/TPQ-36 Fire
Finder radar units need only
track an object�s trajectory for
one three-hundredths of a sec-
ond to gather all the necessary
information.

Data is relayed to a com-
puter, which identifies the pro-
jectile as a mortar round, artil-
lery round or rocket by analyz-
ing its arc and velocity.

The equipment can detect
projectiles as small as pistol
and rifle rounds.

More important, the com-
puter determines the object�s

points of origination and im-
pact.

Back in Kansas, the guards-
men uses the radar in their ca-
pacity as forward observers
during live-fire artillery exer-
cises.

�It�s a whole different world
(here) than sitting on a hill call-
ing for fire,� said Sgt. 1st Class
Derek Slack, targeting non-
commissioned officer and resi-
dent of Larned, Kan.

The unit �s  radar equip-
ment is extremely sensitive
and designed to err on the
side of safety and force pro-
tection.

As a result, each acquisition
must be verified.

Here Slack intervenes, act-
ing as a human filter for the
gathered information.

�Once it hits the paper (com-
puter printout) we take over,
that�s where we pick up the
ball,� Slack said.

He plots the round�s course
on a large wall map and quickly
determines the threat.

�We have to decide if  it
meets certain parameters,�

Slack said.
A l l  susp i c i ous  acqu is i -

tions are reported to Allied
Rapid Reaction Corps for in-
vestigation.

Located high above Sara-
jevo, Smith�s radar site al-
lows him a bird�s-eye-view of
the city that sprawls out be-
low.

�When we first got on the
ground there was virtually

no  traf f i c , �  sa id  Smith,  a
Kansas high school physics
and calculus teacher from
Clyde, Ka.

He said he is now able to
see  more and more l ights
throughout the city, indicat-
ing that people are moving
back and rebuilding.

� I  d idn � t  th ink we �d  be
playing as big a role as we
seem to be,� Smith said.

Army Guard unit keeps Sarajevo skies safe
By Sgt. RICK ROTH
29th MPAD

Spc. Justin C. Smith looks toward Sarajevo as the Fire
Finder Radar he operates looms behind him.

Sgt. Rick Roth

COMANCHE BASE � Ordering
a wrong vehicle part can waste
money and delay a mission.

So before the 127th Aviation
Support Battalion�s maintenance
shop does repairs, its own inspec-
tors take a look.

�The units we support bring us
vehicles they�re having problems
with,� said Staff Sgt. Timothy Doyle,
34, of Philadelphia.

�If they troubleshoot and think
the engine is bad,� he added. �We
troubleshoot it again to verify the
problem that they�re having. If it�s
the engine, we order it.�

�If they can�t figure it out, we are
the next step in identifying the prob-
lem,� said Staff  Sgt. Domingo
Lomahan, 38, of San Diego.

Doyle and Lomahan are long-time
track and wheeled-vehicle mechanics
with B Company, 127th ASB, from Ha-
nau, Germany.

Their many years of experience have
earned them the title of automotive tech-
nical supervisors with �Third Shop,� the
third-echelon maintenance facility which
does repairs too big for vehicle operators
and motor pools to handle.

Third Shop mechanics replace major as-
semblies like engines, transmissions, ax-
les, HEMTT crane motors, fuel injection
pumps and wiring harnesses.

But before repairs begin, Doyle and
Lomahan identify the exact problem.

The inspectors start by writing up any
deficiencies, such as missing safety items,
burned-out lights or broken wipers.

�We do an initial inspection because we
might find something they (unit motor pool
mechanics) are responsible for that could

Third Shop double-checks repairs to save Army money
By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD

be causing the problem,� Doyle said.
The unit must correct those de-

ficiencies first, so the vehicle is fully
mission capable when Third Shop
gets through.

�It would make no sense for it to
come from (our) shop and go back on
a deadline report � for us to change
the engine but the truck still has a
flat tire or dead battery,� said Shop
Foreman Staff  Sgt. Jose Portalatin,
29, of Arroyo, Puerto Rico.

Inspectors also estimate the cost
of damages caused by other than
�fair wear and tear� for command-
ers and give technical advice to mo-
tor pool mechanics.

Tracing a gear-changing prob-
lem to a $37 microswitch on a fuel
injection pump avoided replacing a
$2,041 transmission. And they

found a $12 brake light switch, not a $237
body wiring harness caused another
vehicle�s backup lights to fail.

�We try to find the most efficient way
to fix that vehicle,� Doyle said. �That�s why
we have different echelons of shops.

�If we encounter a problem we can�t fix,
we call the (Theater Army Area Command)
representative who tells us exactly what�s
wrong ... so we don�t waste thousands and
thousands of dollars ordering the wrong
part,� he said.

Spc. Rob Bishop

Staff Sgt. Domingo Lomahan and Staff Sgt. Timothy
Doyle diagnose a vehicle’s malfunction.
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COMANCHE BASE � In a
city of tents, fire is always a
concern.

It can ignite easily and
spread quickly, leaving de-
struction or even death in its
wake.

That�s why the 369th Engi-
neer Platoon (Firefighters), an
Army Reserve unit  from
Norristown, Pa., is such an im-
portant force-protection asset
here.

�We can provide fire protec-
tion for the troops in the area,�
said Staff  Sgt.  Richard
Caldwell, the platoon�s non-
commissioned officer in charge.

The firefighters prefer pre-
vention over firefighting.

They spend most of their time
monitoring hazardous waste ar-
eas, performing crash and res-
cue missions, making sure tents
have fire safety plans in addition
to conducting fire-safety inspec-
tions, Caldwell said.

�We go on fire inspections
all the time, checking out tents

to eliminate as many fire
hazards as possible,�
said Spc.  Daniel
Stratton, a firefighter.

While on the monthly
safety inspections, the
firefighters make sure
the center aisle of the
tent is unobstructed and
electrical outlets aren�t
overused, Caldwell said.

 They check for fully
charged fire extinguish-
ers at each exit and fire
safety and posted evacu-
ation plans. They also
ensure there are no fire
hazards, such as poncho
liners used as partitions.

A fire-safety plan is a
list of procedures de-
scribing how to reduce

the risk of fire.
Most plans prohibit smok-

ing and advise soldiers to turn
off lights when a tent is unoc-
cupied, to keep fuel outside and
to ensure liquid fuel heaters
have a one-inch drip pan.

Also, soldiers must refuel
heaters outside, use proper fuel
in the heaters and clearly mark
fuel cans.

The firefighting engineers
also conduct controlled-fire re-
action drills.

They arrange to have a fire
set at a location and at a time

Comanche base fire fighters beat the heat
unknown to the firefighters.
When the call goes out, the en-
gineers rush to the scene.

After they put out the fire,
the firefighters discuss their
reaction time and ways of per-
forming better in a real emer-
gency.

The unit maintains a vast
arsenal of fire-fighting weap-
ons.

From the big yellow Amertek
2500L firetruck to the knot of
red metal � known as the tur-
ret gun � that sprays vast
amounts of water at high pres-
sure, their tools give them the
power to battle dangerous
flames.

They also have protective
clothing, a saw capable of cut-
ting through wood or metal, sur-
vival air packs, axes, hoses and
special crash and rescue tools.

With all of their equipment,
they are prepared for any emer-
gency that could occur during
their deployment.

The reservists were even
prepared for the deployment
itself.

�I knew that some time in
my career I would be deployed,�
Stratton said. �(Military Occu-
pation Specialty)  51-M,
firefighter is a rare MOS in the
active component and the re-
serve has quite a few of them.�

Boot camp buddies continue friendship in Bosnia

Staff Sgt. Joseph Garrison

Privates Brendon L. Sorenson and
James D. Sabourin  gaze down at
Tuzla Valley from the top of Mount Vis.

By Staff Sgt. JOSEPH GARRISON
29th MPAD

MOUNT VIS � Privates Brendon L.
Sorenson and James D. Sabourin went to
basic training together at Fort Knox, Ky.,
in December 1995 and quickly became
friends.

They became even better friends in ad-
vanced individual training, also at Fort Knox.

Just before completion of cavalry scout
training, the soldiers were happy to find
that they were going to serve together in
the 1st Infantry Division�s C Troop, 1st
Squadron, 4th Cavalry in Germany.

Now, the two soldiers are here, support-
ing Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR on sce-
nic Mount Vis overlooking the Tuzla Valley.

�I didn�t know anyone but him,� said
Sabourin of Hanford, Calif. �It was good to
have a friend signing into our unit in Ger-
many, going through the classes and then
deploying to Bosnia.�

�Basic and advanced individual train-
ing was a great experience for us,� said
Sorinson of Lafayette, Ind. �We both had
hard times and some problems at home but

we helped each other out, and do here in
Bosnia if needed.

�We are definitely getting to see the
world,� said Sorinson. �It�s always good to
have a friend to do it with and helps us to
be a team in Bosnia.�

Once arriving at the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, their platoon sergeant  knew they were
friends and arranged to have them working
together.

�It�s best to keep us together, we keep

each other out of trouble,� added Sabourin
as the two performed guard duty at the
main gate.

�We deployed once we arrived in Ger-
many to our new unit and it was hard,� said
Sorenson. �But having Sabourin as a friend
was a big help.

Patrols are a large part of the duties
performed by Sorinson and Sabourin.

�We get to talk to a lot of people on pa-
trols,� said Sabourin. �We see kids now go-
ing to school, out walking around and it�s
great.�

Both soldiers are taking advantage of
the college courses that are available while
stationed here, and have plans past their
duty in Bosnia.

�If I don�t go to college after my first en-
listment, I want to go to warrant officer
school,� said Sabourin.

�I want to make the Army a career,� said
Sorenson. �I want to look into going to of-
ficer candidate school.�

�We are lucky to be having this duty of a
lifetime,� said Sorenson. �We will most
definitely keep in touch many years after
this operation.

Spc. ROB BISHOP
29th MPAD

369th Engineer Platoon (Firefighters) race to a fire drill.
Spc. Rob Bishop
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What is a RATT?
Ask Sgt. 1st. Class Terence Green of

Company B, 440th signal battalion and he
will tell you, for he is a radio telephone and
teletype expert.

Green was recently selected to the pres-
tigious Sergeant Morales Club for out-
standing noncommissioned officers.

Although he is proud of this achievement
he would never let you know.

�I am more interested in mission accom-
plishment and taking care of my soldiers.�
Green said.

Before being sent to Bosnia, Green was
assigned to the White House. He worked
for Presidents Reagan, Bush and Clinton.

In that environment there is little mar-
gin for error, he said.

�Your customers are very important,�
Green said.

Luck has a way with Green.
He was assigned to the  unit  on Oct. 1,

at Darmstadt, Germany. He met his pla-
toon in the field, preparing for deployment.
The 55 members of the mobile subscriber

equipment tactical
node center platoon,
welcomed Green as
best it could.

�Getting to know
my soldiers, their
weaknesses and
strengths, was one of
the most challenging
aspects I faced,�
Green said.

�We had to be very
conscious of disci-
pline and standards
once in Bosnia,� he
added.

�Communications
were also a real chal-
lenge to us due to the
geographics of Bos-
nia,� Green said. �We needed to set up our
equipment on hilltops and Lukavac is not
on a hilltop.�

The negatives never slowed him or his
MSE platoon down.

�Soldiers had to improvise antennas
and other equipment to maintain links,�
Green said.

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

NCO ‘shoots for the moon’ while on duty
By 1st Lt. MANUEL VIDES
203rd MPAD

Sgt. 1st Class Terence Green, a RATT expert with the
440th Signal Battalion, tests an MSE telephone.

1st Lt. Manuel Vides

STEEL CASTLE � For
one family in the region, the
U.S. involvement in peace
enforcement in the former
Yugoslavia has not only
meant peace, it has also
meant a family reunion.

For Magdalena and
Istvan Cernik, Sr., residents
of Mali-Idos, in Serbia, and
their son, Staff Sgt. Istvan
Cernik, Jr., 501st Military
Intelligence Battalion,
Dexheim, Germany, just be-
ing on the same continent
was reason for a get-to-
gether.

It had been six years since
Cernik had seen his mother; a
year for his dad.

 First, Cernik received per-
mission for the visit from his
command.  He  then   ap-
proached the mayor�s office
here.

�At the Mayor�s Office, I re-
ceived permission to bring my
parents onto the camp, as long
as I was with them,� he said.

Another detail: where would
they stay?

Cernik found the answer at
the base camp�s dining facility .

�A worker at the dining room
was recommended to me and he
offered to put my family up as
long as their visit lasted,�
Cernik said.

With eveything  in place, the
Cerniks departed, traveling by
automobile, in what turned out
to be a seven-hour trip.

�Some of the roads were very
bad,� the elder Cernik said. �We
had to watch our speed all the

time.�
�My folks had no problems

at any of the checkpoints, they
were just questioned and waved
on, until they arrived at what I
believe was Checkpoint Three
(near Tuzla). At this point, they
were questioned and the guards
found out that they were com-
ing to see me.

�My parents only knew that
I was at Tuzla East. Somehow,
the soldiers there found out how
to get a hold of me and did.

Bosnia deployment a family reunion for one soldier
By Sgt. 1st Class
JACK LEE
203rd MPAD

�Then, they brought my
parents to Kalesija, where I
met them,� said Cernik.
Those soldiers were good to
my folks, gave them coffee
and food. I owe them a lot.�

Cernik met the soldiers,
but in the emotional family
reunion, introductions were
lost.

Then, it was off to meet
their host.

�I am not the only one who
would have offered their
home to make this reunion
happen,� said Dzevak
Hadzic through a translator.

�The Americans brought
peace around my home, this
is a small thing that I can
do,� Hadzic said.
The Cerniks were very im-

pressed with Steel Castle.
During a tour, Lt. Col. Kevin

D. Johnson, 501st commander,
welcomed the family and pre-
sented Mrs. Cernik and her son
with a battalion coin.

�The next time I see my par-
ents, it will be in the United
States,� Cernik said. �When I
get an uninterrupted year, I will
bring them over in a resident
alien status, the first step to
citizenship.�

Lt. Col. Kevin D. Johnson, 501st MI Battalion commander,
watches Staff Sgt. Istvan Cernik receive a hug from his mother.

Capt. Rhonda Reasoner

Taking care of  soldiers is a full-time job
Green enjoys tremendously.

�Both are equally important, one can not
happen without the other,� he said.

The elite SMC member has a motto he
tries to live by.

��Shoot for the moon and if you miss, you
are still among the stars,�� he said.
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Joulwan said IFOR soldiers
repaired or built 51 bridges in 120
days of the operation. This has re-
connected Bosnia-Herzegovina to
the rest of Europe.

In addition, all main roads in
the country have reopened and 50
percent of the rail lines in the coun-
try are working.

�The rail lines are working so
well that (Maj. Gen. William L.
Nash, Task Force Eagle com-
mander) is shipping his fuel by
rail,� Joulwan said.

When exactly U.S. troops will
leave is still up in the air, he said.

A mission-capable IFOR will
remain here beyond a year,
Joulwan said, and there will be
no decrease in the allied force un-
til after the September elections.

Joulwan said he anticipates an
adjustment in the force mix be-
tween June and September.

�We are asking if we need (for
example) more engineers,� he
said. �We will probably do this as

MPs,” Adams said. “It wasn’t a heart-break ing letter
or anything. It was just a couple of my opinions. But they
all started laughing. Then I told them I was going to send
it to him and they said ‘OK, whatever.’

“I told him when I first came here, I was miserable,”
Adams said. “I’d never seen so much mud in my life; it
was winter and I didn’t think we should be here.

“To me, Bosnia had nothing to do with us,” she
said. “But after I saw all the kids playing, and actually
free to go where they wanted, my feelings changed.

“I have seen a lot of family reunions on the inter-
sections, and a lot of happy people. I said to myself
that we should be here to give people a chance at
peace, even if it is just for a little while,” Adams said.

“With our leadership and the commitment of our
allies,” Clinton wrote, “and with the help of so many
brave men and women like you, the people of Bosnia
can have the chance to decide their future in peace.”

Adams said her family thought she must have said
something really good for the president to write back.

“Clinton is a very busy person,” Adams said. “My
family really couldn’t see him reading the letters from
the troops in Bosnia and then sitting down and writing
all of them back. I just couldn’t see it either. Obviously,
he must have been off that day, or someone must
have thought my letter was special enough for him to
respond personally.

“The letter gave me motivation and made me feel
proud to be an Iron Soldier,” she said.

A postscript on Clinton’s letter read, “I’m glad there
are people like you serving our country.”

The Talon  is now available in
cyberspace. � and in Peoria.

     Task Force Eagle�s official newspaper
is now on BosniaLINK, the Department of
Defense�s Internet Word Wide Web site
dedicated to news and information on Op-
eration JOINT ENDEAVOR.

�The Internet is our combat multiplier,�
said Maj. John E. Suttle, 1st Armored Di-
vision public affairs officer. �Our circula-
tion of 8,000 only reaches our soldiers and
some of their families.�

�The Internet enables us to tell the Task
Force Eagle story beyond the Balkans,� he
said, �especially back to the United States
where I�m sure many of our soldiers� friends
and family will now become regular read-
ers.�

Public affairs offices in Tuzla and the
Pentagon combine efforts each week to put
the latest edition of The Talon on
BosniaLINK. Some back issues are also
available, Suttle said.

Prospective readers need only a home
computer with access to the Internet, he
said.

BosniaLINK�s address on the Internet
is http://www.dtic.dla.mil/bosnia/talon.

It can also reached through DoD�s
DefenseLINK (http:www.dtic.dla.mil/de-

fense) and the Department of the Army�s
home page (http://www.army.mil).

In addition, you can access the web site
through AmericaOnline. From the Main
Menu select �What�s News?� which offers

The Talon hits the Internet

�Bosnia Web Sites� among its selections.
BosniaLINK is one of the several sites fea-
turing news and information about the
former Yugoslavia, the Peace Agreement
and Operation Joint Endeavor.

By Capt. JOHN GOHEEN
29th MPAD

Home computer users can now access The Talon on the World Wide Web.

units rotate in and out.�
He said there will be no in-

crease in the number participat-
ing in JOINT ENDEAVOR.

Joulwan said forces are work-
ing with civil authorities to guar-
antee freedom of movement in the
country and are working with
members of the U.N. High Com-
mission on Refugees to place
people back in their homes.

He said he has high hopes for
the International Police Task
Force now in operation. The IPTF
will aid in policing the area and
training local police to work to-
gether.

IFOR also is providing protec-
tion for the international tribu-
nal examining sites for evidence
of possible war crimes.

Joulwan said U.S. forces and
their NATO allies must maintain
their focus and �keep their heads
in the game.�

He said U.S. troop morale is
extremely high, and part of this is
because soldiers �understand this
very complicated mission.�

Joulwan, from page 1

Letter, from page 1(Soldiers) understand this mission“ ”
- Gen. George Joulwan, NATO commander
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